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NoroRN 
(U) This volume is classified SECRET{to_ conform to the 


classification of the information in the Source Documents, 
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205-1, as amended, 

(wv) This volumes contains “information affecting the 
national defense of the Usited States within the meaning 

of the Espionage Laws (pztle 18, usc, sections 793 and 794), 
the transmission or revelation of which in any manner to an 
unathorized person is Srobibited by Law. Reproduction of this 
document in whole orth pace is prohibited except with the 


permission of the office of origin, 
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paragraphs have been individually classified,but have not been 
marked with individual downgrade instructions and all portions 
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COLONEL RICHARD L. LAWSON 


Colonel Richard L. Lawson is commander of the 28th Bombardment Wing, 
Ellsworth Air Force Base, South Dakota. 


Colonel Lawson was born on December 19, 1929 in Fairfield, lowa. He 
enlisted in the lowa Army National Guard in June 1948 and was later called 
to active duty for seven and a half months at Fort Riley, Kansas. He was 
commissioned a second lieutenant November 1, 1951 and assigned as adjutant 
for the 133d Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron, Alexandria, La. He 
remained in that position until May 1, 1952 when he entered pilot training 

& at Columbus, Miss. and later at Reese AFB, Tex. 


On July 1, 1953 the colonel completed his training and through June 
1955 was assigned as co-pilot on B-36 aircraft flying with the 69th Bom- 
bardment Squadron, Limestone (now Loring) AFB, Maine. He was also 
aide-de-camp to Brigadier General Bertram C. Harrison. 


His first overseas assignment came in August 1956 when he accompanied 
the general on assignment to the 72d Bomb Wing, Ramey AFB, Puerto Rico. 
During the ensuing 20 months he continued as aide to General Harrison and 
Brigadier General H. R. Sullivan, however his primary duty was as chief of 
the unit's operations control division. 


Colonel Lawson returned to the continental United States in June 1958 
and was assigned to staff officer positions in the 5th Bomb Wing located 
at Travis AFB, Calif. He was called to Headquarters SAC, Offutt AFB, Neb., 
arriving in September 1961. During the next six years and ten months he 
served as an operations planner in the SAC concepts and future concepts 
sections of the command's directorate of operations. It was during this 
period that he attended the Air Command and Staff School at Maxwell AFB, 
Ala. returning to Offutt September 1964. He became chief of the future 
concepts branch in February 1967. 


While assigned to SAC, in December 1966, the colonel compiled several 
combat missions in the Vietnam War while serving on temporary duty in the 
Western Pacific. 
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The colonel completed his tour at SAC in July 1968 and was assigned 
as a student at the National War College, Washington, D. C. Upon com- 
pletion of the ten months course of instruction there he was moved to 
McCoy AFB, Fla. where he became deputy commander for operations, 306th 
Bomb Wing. 


On February 1, 1970 Colonel Lawson assumed command of the 28th Bomb 
Wing located at Ellsworth. He was on temporary duty in the Western Pacific 
from McCoy when assigned the position; the 28th Bomb Wing was also on 
deployment at that time. The colonel arrived at Ellsworth on 30 March 1970. 


Colonel Lawson is married to the former Joan L. Graber also from his 
hometown of Fairfield, lowa. They have four children, two sons, Richard H., 
13 years old; Randolph S., 6 years; two daughters, Leslie D., 17 years; and 
Wendy L., 16 years old. 








PERSONAL FACT SHEET 


A. Personal Data 


1. Born 19 D 
Mother - Wilma A. 


2. Married 2 
Leslie D. (17), Wendy 


B. Education 
1.  lowa Univ 
2. Parsons C 
3. George Wa 
4, Air Comma 
5. Industria 
6. National 


C. Service 


1. Jun 1948 
Army Reserve 

2. Nov 1951 
Arpt, La. 

3. May 1952 
Reese AFB, Tex. 

4h. Jul 1953 
(Loring) AFB, Me. 

5. Jun 1955 
Rico 

6. Aug 1958 


Officer, Hq 5th Bomb 


7. Sep 1961 
Concepts Sec, Hq SAC, 


8. Sep 1963 


ecember 1929, Fairfield, lowa; Father - Vernon C., 


8 August 1949, wife - Joan L. Graber, children - 
L. (16), Richard H. (13) and Randolph S$. (6). 


ersity, lowa City, lowa, 1947 - 1950 

ollege, Fairfield, lowa, 1951 

shington University, Washington, D.C. (M.P.A.), 1964 
nd and Staff School, 1964 

1 College Armed Forces, 1966 


War College, 1969 


Nov 195] Enlisted, lowa Army National Guard/ 


May 1952 


133d AC&W Sq, Alexandria Municipal 


Jul 1953 - Pilot Training, Columbus, Miss./ 


Jun 1955 - Co-pilot B-36, 69th Bomb Sq, Limestone 


Aug 1958 


72d Bomb Wg (SAC), Ramey AFB, Puerto 
- Sep 1961 - Control Officer, Operations Staff 
Wg (SAC), Travis AFB, Calif. 


- Sep 1963 - Operations Planner, Concepts/Future 
Offutt AFB, Neb. 


- Sep 1964 - Student ACESS, Maxwell AFB, Ala. (AU) 
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9. Sep 1964 - Aug 1968 - Operations Planner/Chief, Future 
Concepts Br, Hq SAC, Offutt AFB, Neb. 


10. Aug 1968 - Jun 1969 - Student, National War College, 
Washington, D. C. 


11. Jun 1969 - Feb 1970 - Deputy Commander for Operations, Hq 
306th Bomb Wg, McCoy AFB, Fla. 


12. Feb 1970 - Present - Commander, 28th Bombardment Wing, 
Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota 





D. Decorations and Service Awards 


Soldier's Medal 

Bronze Star 

Air Medal - w/1 Sak Leaf Cluster 

Air Force Commendation Medal - w/3 Oak Leaf Clusters 

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award 

National Defense Service Medal - w/1 Bronze Service Star 
Vietnam Service Medal 

Air Force Longevity Service Award - w/3 Oak Leaf Clusters 


E. Dates of Rank 


Rank Temporary Permanent 
Zit 30 Oct 51 
[Ee 3 11 May 57 1 Nov 54 
Capt 22 Apr 57 1 Nov 58 
Major 6 Feb 62 1 Nov 65 
Lt Col 24 Mar 66 

Col 14 Feb 68 
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FOREWORD 


(U) This History is a nine month gonsolidation from 1 July 
1969 to 31 March 1970. Permigséa’ Had" been obtained from the 
Numbered Air Force Command aistordda, The consolidation has 
been made because of an extended TDY (indent ARC LIGHT) on 
the part of the 28ch Somb Wing and for which the historian 
accompanied the wing, Major areas: Giscussed include the 
organization, sérgonnel, WAPS, Qgerations, pee ARC LIGHT pre- 
parations, ae. orobleng tind solution, supply difficulties, 
training, major exéreises condic ted by fee wing and various 
special activifiegt 7 fhe Savedt eve is intended to be objective 
in presentation agfithe activities of the 28th Bomb Wing. It 


attempts to give praise when due and point out problem areas 


and constructive actions taken. 
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CHRONOLOGY 
Month Item Pa 2 
July 1 The Historian is permanently assigned to the 


Wing, directly under the Wing Commander. 


1 “Seventeen men of the 28ARS were presented 
2,000-hour pins by the Boeing Corporation 
_foxr-flying time accumulated in the Boeing 
iC -135 aircraft. 


1 Colonel Robert C. Glenn succeeded Colonel 
Feul K. Smith as Vice Commander of the 28 
Bm Wg. 
7-11 ‘The 28 Bm Wg passed the notice visit of the 
; CEG. 
a 2g . = Lsworth held an Open House called "Air 






grce Day", the Thunderbirds performed 
“numerous aircraft in the Air Force 
isiventory (KC-135, B-52, F-100, F-102, 
5 "106, B-58, T-37, T-38, and UH-1F) were 
#. on display. A sentry dog demonstration was 
also held. 


30 The Ellsworth Flyers won the SAC Area 
Four Softball Tournament held at Minot 
AFB, North Dakota 


August L MSgt Donald E, Richmond, AGE Instructor 
for the 409C FTD, Ellsworth was selected 
as ATC Instructor of the year. 


4-8 The 28th Maintenance Organizations failed 
to receive a "'Satisfactory'' on their annual 
MSET Evaluation. 


ll The Base held its annual Disaster Preparedness 
Exercise, ‘Buckskin Rider". 
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August 21 The base was host to the annual 15AF 
Commander's Facilities Inspection. The 
28 Bm Wg won the Loran D. Briggs Trophy 
for the best Alert Facility in15AF. The 
28 Wg Hq Sa also won the award for the best 
dormitory . at 


27 Cotonel Alexander J. Kisselburgh assumed 
stmmand of the 821 Cmbt Spt Gp and position 
of hase Commander, replacing Colonel Paul 


Tetruj, who left to be Base Commander at 
Deals. ARB, California. 


September l Aizmex, pegan testing for promotion under 

WW A.°S--the new system which replaces the 
iy an" concept and places point rations 
on. ap individual's skills and job knowledge. 










lements of the 28 Bm Wg began arriving 
m to be inte grated into the Third Air 


gida eR 89-day DDY for ARC LIGHT. 


» 


| 9 Colonel Xobext C. Glenn was assigned as 
28 Bm Wg Rear Echelon Commander in the 
abaence of Colonel James Wagner who left 
on TDY with the ARC LIGHT force. 


15 Grand Opening of the new Ellsworth AFB 
Base Exchange. 


15-19 The Base held its annual Base Safety Survey. 


October 1 Captains Kenneth M. Lewis and Richard D. 
Monroe were named SAC Pilots of the 
Month for September. Both men, assigned 
' to the 28th Helicopter Division, were flying 
missions when engine failures forced them 
to the ground. 


13 The 28 Bm Wg took part in the SAC Bombing 
Competition at Fairchild AFB, Washington. 
The 28th finished in 24th place due to equipment 
failure on the second sortie. 
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October 13-24 The 3901 Strat Msl Eval Sq evaluated the 
1 MMS in the 28'Bm Wg. 


28 AlC Dewey R. Buck, NDI Specialist, was 
named 1I5AF Maintenance Man of the Month 
for September, 


31 Brigadier General Richard C, Neeley, 
821 Strat Aerosp Div Commander, held 
his annual luncheon. 


November 5 Captain David W. Mitler, 28th Helicopter 
Division, received the Silver Star for 
gallantry against enemy forces while flying 
air support mis‘: near DUC CO, 
Republic of Vietiaim. 


7“ 











15 Colonel William EO Barr, ‘28DCO, was 
reassigned to 1545 iG i. Colonel 
Howard R. Catlin xeriaced him. 


& 25 The 28 Bm We received.the Air Force ere 


Outstanding Unit Award for the period 
2 March 1968 to 1 March 2969. 


December 12 The first two patrol dogs at Elisworth 
performed as expected in the first public 
demonstration of their training, heeding 
voice commands from their handlers. 

The dogs had arrived 4 December as fore- 
runners in a program to convert from use of the 
sentry dogs. 


January at Colonel Jerome L. Blanchard, 28DCM, 
left to become DCM at Castle AFB, Calif. 
Colonel Thomas Donnelly replaced him. 


31 Retirement ceremonies were held for 
Brig General Richard C, Neeley. He was 
replaced by Colonel Charles J. Adams. 





February 


March 


28 


28 


18 


Colonel Richard L. Lawson replaced 
Colonel James Wagner as Commander of 
the 28 Bm Wg. 


eo 


Major George K. Palmer (Navigator), 
Crew S-03 (77BS), became the first crew 
membe'rfrom Ellsworth to fly 200 ARC 
LIGHT migsions. 


The $8 Stat Msl Sq of the 44 Strat Msl Wg 
was selected as the 15SAF Pride Unit for 


744 
~7V 


NO 
‘ 


The fire: elements of the 28 Bm Wg begins 
redeployment. back to Ellsworth AFB from 
TDY‘is thé Westékn Pacific. 

The last elements of the 28 Bm Wg which 
were TDY ARC LIGHT and YOUNG TIGER 


return to Ellsworth AFB, concluding the 
third 28 Bm Wg tcyr in four years. 


Solonel Richard L. Lawson, who was 
assigned Commander of the 28 Bm Wg 
1 February 1970, signs on base. 





INTRODUCTION 


(U) The 28th Bombardment Wing (H), Ellsworth AFB, 
South Dakota, was rapidly becoming the most mixed force in 
the Strategic Air Command, The different aircraft assigned 
and the responsibilities given the wing made it unique. [It 
possessed B-52s, KC-135s, EC-135s and UH-1F Helicopters, 

all with separate missions. 

(U) The 28th Bomb Wing passed its 30th Birthday 

with no fanfare. It was on its third ARC LIGHT tour in 

four years. The 28th looked stronger and stronger after 

its triumphant return, flying ee after mission, first 
for ARC LIGHT and then for recertifications. 

(U) The Bomb Wing continued it task of fulfilling 
its primary mission, that of deterring nuclear war. It had 
supported contingency operations in Southeast Asia very well. 
It_encountered problems in the maintenance area when it 
failed its MSET but shrugged them off, determined to show 

it was too strong for that to harmit. It successfully 

took on safety inspections, lst CEG, Alert Exercises, "White 


Glove," "Buckskin Rider," an LORI in November, ‘ARC LIGHT and 


YOUNG TIGER committments, and personnel shortages. 





